
Many of our engagements involve matters in which our clients face significant public
attention. The following is a list of news stories about the firm, our clients, cases and the
results we have achieved.
Michael Ng and Daniel Zaheer Lauded Again in The American Lawyer’s "Litigator of
the Week" for $195 Million Exemplary Damages Award

August 11, 2025
Publication: The American Lawyer
The American Lawyer recognized Kobre & Kim’s Michael Ng and Daniel Zaheer for winning $195
million in exemplary damages for client Propel Fuels, Inc.  The two were named as “Litigators of
the Week” last October after winning $604.9 million in compensatory damages for Propel
following a five-week jury trial in California court.  The court also added post-verdict interest,
bringing the total judgment to $833.7 million—the fifth-largest trade secret judgment of all
time.

SHOUT-OUT TO MICHAEL NG AND DANIELZAHEER OF KOBRE & KIM, WHO TOOKHOME LITIGATOR OF THE WEEK HONORS LASTOCTOBER AFTER LANDING A $604.9 MILLIONVERDICT FOR LOW-CARBON FUELS RETAILERPROPEL FUELS INC. IN A TRADE SECRETS CASEAGAINST PHILLIPS 66 CO. LAST WEEK, ALAMEDACOUNTY SUPERIOR JUDGE MICHAEL MARKMANTACKED ON AN ADDITIONAL $195 MILLION INEXEMPLARY DAMAGES PLUS INTEREST,BRINGING THE TOTAL AWARD TO $833.7MILLION. MARKMAN FOUND PHILLIPS 66’SCONDUCT “REPREHENSIBLE” FROM A BUSINESSPERSPECTIVE. “THE EVIDENCE AT TRIALREFLECTS THAT PHILLIPS 66 TOOK ADVANTAGEOF PROPEL FUELS BY ABUSING ITS BARGAININGPOWER DURING DUE DILIGENCE,” THE JUDGEWROTE.
 
Read the full article here (subscription required).
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Attorney Advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

https://www.law.com/litigationdaily/2024/10/25/litigators-of-the-week-a-604-9m-trade-secrets-verdict-with-a-big-assist-from-a-juror-question/
https://kobrekim.com/assets/PDF/Propel-v-P66-Order-Exemplary-Damages.pdf
https://www.law.com/litigationdaily/2025/08/08/litigator-of-the-week-runners-up-and-shout-outs/
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